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MAGENTA PLAINSJIBADE-KHALIL HUFFMAN

Jibade-Khalil Huffman is an artist and writer whose video 

and photo works use found, archival material and 

contemporary ephemera to address slippage in memory 

and language, particular to race and visibility. Lyrical 

strophes of text and densely- composed imagery 

produce objects of perpetual flux, indexed by 

accumulating layers which challenge normative symbolic 

and semiotic hierarchies. Through projection and 

repetition, Huffman’s work evokes the untranslatable, 

ruminating on the liminal qualities of singular 

experiences through narrative and graphic rhythms. 

Huffman’s exhibitions include the Hammer Museum’s 

Made in L.A.(2014); MOCA Los Angeles (2017); 

Portland Institute for Contemporary Art (2015); The 

Jewish Museum, New York (2016); LAX ART (2016), 

The Studio Museum in Harlem (2016); Los Angeles 

Contemporary Exhibitions (2016); Institute of 

Contemporary Art, Philadelphia (2017); Swiss Institute 

(2017); KMAC Museum, Louisville (2018); Ballroom 

Marfa (2018); The Kitchen, NYC (2018) and the Museum 

of Contemporary Art, Cleveland (2019). His past 

performances include P.S.1/MoMA (2010), Southern 

Exposure (2011), MOCA Los Angeles (2014), ICA, 

Philadelphia (2017), Museum of Contemporary Art, 

Cleveland (2019) and Frieze Projects (2019). From 

2015-2016, he was Artist in Residence at the Studio 

Museum in Harlem. Huffman received an MFA in 

Literary Arts from Brown University, an MFA in Studio 

Art from USC, and a BFA from Bard College. Huffman 

is also the author of three books of poems: Sleeper Hold 

(Fence, 2015), James Brown is Dead (Future Plan and 

Program, 2011), and 19 Names For Our Band (Fence, 

2008).

Born in 1981, Detroit, MI

Lives and works in Winston-Salem, NC.
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Frieze

December 2020 
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artnet news

November 2020
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Mousse Magazine

Spring 2020
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Artilliery (excerpt)

March 2020
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Hyperallergic 

February 2020
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KCET

February 2020
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FLAUNT

January 2020
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artnet news

December 2019



MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 94 Allen St. New York, NY 10002 917-388-2464

The New York Times

November 2018
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Daily Serving

Febraury 2017
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The New York Times

September 2016


