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MARTHA DIAMOND

Martha Diamond (b. 1944, New York, NY) received a BA from Carleton College in Minnesota in 1964 and an MA 

from New York University in 1969, the same year she moved into her loft on the Bowery. In the 1970s, she exhibited 

in group exhibitions at The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, Ridgefield, CT, Hallwalls Contemporary Arts 

Center, Buffalo, NY, and The Renaissance Society, Chicago, IL. Diamond was represented by Brooke Alexander 

Gallery from 1976 to 1985 and in 1988, mounted her first museum solo exhibition at Bowdoin College Museum of 

Art, Brunswick, ME. In 1989, three large-scale paintings were included in The Whitney Biennial, curated by 

Richard Armstrong, John G. Hanhardt, Richard Marshall, and Lisa Phillips. From the mid-1980s to the mid-

1990s, she was represented by the legendary Robert Miller Gallery and in 2004, The New York Studio School 

organized a retrospective titled Martha Diamond: From Three Decades.

 

Recent solo exhibitions in New York include Martha Diamond: 1980-1989 at Magenta Plains (2021); Cityscapes at 

Eva Presenhuber (2018); Martha Diamond: Broad Strokes, at Harper’s Books (2017); and Recent Paintings at 

Alexandre Gallery (2016). Recent group exhibitions in New York City include Painting in New York: 1971-83, 

curated by Ivy Shapiro at Karma (2022), In Her Hands, curated by David Salle at Skarstedt (2020), and 

Downtown Painting, curated by Alex Katz at Peter Freeman (2019). Her work is in the permanent collection of 

numerous institutions, including Museum of Modern Art, New York, NY; Whitney Museum of American Art, New 

York, NY; Brooklyn Museum, New York, NY; Perez Art Museum Miami, Miami, FL; High Museum of Art, Atlanta, 

GA; The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Houston, TX; Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Boston, MA, and Staatliche 

Museen zu Berlin, Berlin, Germany, among others. Diamond lives and works in New York, NY
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The Brooklyn Rail

July 2019
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The New Yorker

June 2018
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Mousse Magazine

July 2018
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The Brooklyn Rail

March 2016
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Artnews

February 2016
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artcritical

February 2016
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Alexandre Gallery 

January 2016

 

 

  
  
MMaarrtthhaa  DDiiaammoonndd  iinn  22001166  
by Alex Katz 
 
Martha Diamond attended Carleton College and went to the Sorbonne in Paris to study 
French. When she returned, her friends from college, Donna Dennis and Peter Schjeldahl, 
had become part of the New York poetry scene. Martha’s aesthetic friends were John 
Godfrey and Jim Brodey. The three were socially fugitive and not interested in connecting to 
the mainline world, as Ginsberg and Bob Dylan were. 
 
The first work I saw of Martha’s was a black reproduction in a magazine. Amazing energy 
with no styling. In the early ‘70s she started painting teepees, tents and houses on flat 
grounds. She then proceeded to enlarge buildings and paint them with thick paint. They 
were part of the “bad painting” movement and were fashionable. The paintings were 
gestural with very little scale but a lot of surface energy.   
 
Starting about 2000 the paintings became smaller with more scale and concrete forms.  
Outer directed artists include Jeff Koons, Bacon and Warhol.  She’s inner directed. The 
work relates to Forrest Bess, Charles Burchfield and Arthur Dove. The paintings are blunt.  
They will eat up almost anything you put near them. It’s painting that makes sense now. 
 
Alex Katz is a painter based in New York City. 



MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 149 Canal St. New York, NY 917-388-2464

MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 917-388-2464

artnet

December 2004
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artnet

2001
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Artforum

January 1990
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The New York Times

March 1988



MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 149 Canal St. New York, NY 917-388-2464

MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 917-388-2464



MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 149 Canal St. New York, NY 917-388-2464

MAGENTA PLAINS

www.magentaplains.com 917-388-2464

Art in America

November 1985
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arts Magazine

September 1985
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The New York Times

April 1985
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The New York Times

December 1983


