
KEN LUM
Born in 1956, Manhasset, NY
Lives and works in Philadelphia, PA

Ken Lum is an artist best known for his post-conceptual art employing various media—primarily 
photography, sculpture, film and site-specific installations. Lum’s art is concerned with how meanings are 
assigned to images, texts, and objects throughout everyday life. Lum’s playfully politically-oriented practice 
takes an acerbic but humorous tone as an entry to a myriad of issues including identity, immigration, 
language, and spatial politics.
Lum has an extensive art exhibition record that includes Documenta 11, the Venice Biennale, Sao Paolo 
Biennial, Shanghai Biennale, Carnegie Triennial, Sydney Biennale, Liverpool Biennial, Gwangju Biennale 
and the Whitney Biennial. Solo exhibitions include Scotiabank Photography Award: Ken Lum at The Image 
Centre in Toronto, CA; The Yellow Man and Ken Lum at Magenta Plains, New York, NY; Death and 
Furniture at the Remai Modern, Saskatoon, CA and the Art Gallery of Ontario in Toronto, CA, among many 
others. 

In 2023, Lum was the recipient of the 13th annual Scotiabank Photography Award and the subject of a 
published book distributed worldwide by Steidl.

Lum’s work is included in permanent collections of Tate, London, UK; Moderna Museet, Stockholm, SE; 
RISD Museum, Rhode Island, RI; Museum moderner Kunst stiftung ludwig, Vienna, AT; Helga de Alvear 
Collection, Madrid, ES; Musée d’art Moderne et Contemporain, Geneva, CH; Lilac Milne, Vancouver, CA; 
FRAC Nord Pas de Calais, Dunkirk, FR; Centro Galego de Arte Contemporanea, Santiago de 
Compostela, ES; FRAC Haute Normandie, Rouen, FR; BMO Collection, Toronto, CA; Arco Foundation 
Collection, Madrid, ES; M+ Museum of Visual Culture, Hong Kong, HK; National Gallery of Canada, 
Ottawa, CA; Fundación AMMA Amparo y Manuel, Mexico City, MX; Winnipeg Art Gallery, Winnipeg, CA; 
Joanneumsviertel Neue Galerie, Graz, AT; Vancouver Art Gallery, Vancouver, CA; Städtische Galerie im 
Lenbachhaus und Kunstbau, Munich, DE; Kunstmuseum Luzern, Lucerne, CH; Walter A Bechtler 
Foundation, Zurich, CH; Museum Boijmans van-Beuningen, Rotterdam, NL; Witte de With Center for 
Contemporary Art, Rotterdam, NL; Museum Volkenkunde, Leiden, NL; Musée d’Art Contemporain, 
Montreal, CA; Centro de Arte Contemporáneo De Huarte, Navarro, ES; Laumeier Sculpture Park, St Louis, 
US; Long March Space, Beijing, CN; FRAC Ile de France, le Plateau, Paris, FR; Tang Contemporary Art, 
Beijing, CN; RBC Collection, Toronto, CA.

Lum was a keynote speaker for the 15th Biennale of Sydney in 2006 and the World Museums Conference 
held at the Shanghai Museum in Shanghai in 2010. He is Co-Founder and Chief Curatorial Advisor for 
Monument Lab. A longtime professor, he currently is the Chair of Fine Arts at the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Weitzman School of Design in Philadelphia. Lum has published extensively, including a 
book of his collected writings issued by Concordia University Press (2020) titled Everything is Relevant: 
Writings on Art and Life, 1991-2018. 
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