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EBECHO MUSLIMOVA

Ebecho Muslimova (b. 1984, Makhachkala, Dagestan, RU), known for her raucous and sexually uninhibited character “Fatebe” 

creates paintings and works on paper that beguile the eye as much as they humor the mind. Fatebe’s physical contortions and 

unpredictable quandaries play themselves out like performances on the canvas: each work depicts a single event that uncannily 

combines self-consciousness, comedy and vulnerability. Muslimova’s technical prowess as a painter helps to underscore the sheer 

delight of Fatebe’s misadventures. “As her life continues, Fatebe is faced with newly articulated objects, stretched over landscapes 

that are populated with new temptations and ghosts. With adoring precision, Muslimova codifies the echoes of domesticity, luxury, 

nature, education, psychology, fetish, and art itself—images that have the capacity to haunt her. Nothing can deter Fatebe, though. 

From her gleeful smile, we can assume that her convictions only gain momentum with every new opportunity to test them.” (Quote 

from Natasha Stagg, Cura Magazine).

Muslimova received her BFA at Cooper Union in New York, NY in 2010. Muslimova has presented solo exhibitions at The Drawing 

Center, New York, NY; David Zwirner Gallery, London, UK; Magenta Plains, New York, NY; Galerie Maria Bernheim, Zürich, CH; 

White Flag Projects, St. Louis, MO and Room East, New York, NY. Her work has been included in group exhibitions at Kunstmuseum 

Basel, CH; ICA Miami, FL; Renaissance Society, Chicago, IL; Zuzeum, Riga, LV; Hirshhorn Museum, Washington, D.C.; Swiss 

Institute, New York, NY; Kunsthalle St. Gallen, CH. Her large-scale murals have been commissioned for biennials such as The 

Dreamers, 58th Edition of October Salon, Belgrade, RS and The 32nd Biennale of Graphic Arts: Birth As Criterion, Ljubljana, SI. In 

2022 Muslimova was the recipient of the Borlem Prize, honoring artists whose oeuvre brings awareness to mental health issues & 

struggles. Her work has been featured in publications such as Forbes, The New York Times, Artforum, Art in America, Mousse, 

Artnet, Hyperallergic, and Cura Magazine, among others. Muslimova is included in Jeffrey Deitch’s book, Unrealism, featuring 27 

artists and major essays by Johanna Fateman, Alison Gingeras, and Aria Dean.  The artist currently lives and works in New York, NY.
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The New York Times

February 9 2023
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Artforum

September 10 2022
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Spike Art Magazine

Winter 2021-2022
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Frieze

April 21 2021
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The New Yorker

April 21 2021
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The New York Times

March 18 2021
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Flash Art

14 April 2021
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The Guide

March 2021
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New American Paintings

February/March 2020
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Topical Cream

January 31, 2020
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The New York Times

November 11, 2019
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New York Times 11-20-19 
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Elephant 

November 25, 2019
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Filthy Dreams 

November 26, 2019
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artnet

October 29, 2019
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Time Out New York

October 31, 2019
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Art Speil

December 4, 2019 
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Artforum

January 2018

Ebecho Muslimova
MAGENTA PLAINS 
94 Allen St 
January 7–February 11
It’s one thing for a woman to be nasty; it’s quite another thing for
her to be unapologetically fat. A little over a year ago, before the
#MeToo movement showed the power of collective voices by
calling out sexual abusers, Donald Trump deflected criticism,
during the presidential debates, about his misogynist attitudes by
throwing Rosie O’Donnell’s body up as a rhetorical shield. Add
Rosie to a list of fullfigured feminists who are brash, excessive,
and unafraid of men’s opinions of their bodies. Also enter Fatebe,
the flexible, bugeyed, ultravoluptuous avatar of the Russianborn
artist Ebecho Muslimova. This exhibition is Muslimova’s first to
include both drawings and paintings of a ribald character that,
through an assortment of poses both banal and coquettish,
frequently flashes her vagina or anus.

In the inkandgouache drawing Fatebe 2017 Show (all works
2017), Muslimova makes artistic doubt a poignant subject: Fatebe
tumbles headfirst down a flight of stairs into a basement gallery—namely, the exact space where this show is
installed. One breast flops around as another gets dipped into a fecallooking liquid covering the floor. In Fatebe
Asparagus Pee, Muslimova depicts Fatebe as a fertility goddess that is as modern as she is abject. She clutches
stalks of the vegetable—once grouped into the same family as the lily, a classical fertility symbol—in her arms, while
dozens more are shoved down her throat. She also straddles a pyramid of toilet paper.

Several other paintings return to the theme of selfexamination. In the colorful Fatebe Rack, a take on Narcissus,
she seems to be examining her vagina in the surface of a kiddy pool while trapped in a laundry rack. Fatebe Self
Possession satirizes Alfred Hitchcock’s Vertigo: Fatebe films into her wideopen vagina, where three miniature
Fatebes navigate a winding spiral staircase that exposes some carpeting (get the joke?) right out of Stanley
Kubrick’s The Shining.

— Wendy Vogel

Ebecho Muslimova, Fatebe Self Possession,
2017, acrylic and gouache on canvas, 42 x 60".

All rights reserved. artforum.com is a registered trademark of Artforum International Magazine, New York, NY
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Forbes

January 7, 2018
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Elephant

January 12, 2018
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Artspace

January 12, 2018
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artnet

January 16, 2018
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Hyperallergic

January 28, 2018
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Art In America

February 2018
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The New York Times

July 23, 2015
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Numero

September 2017
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Mousse Magazine

August 2015
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Artforum

July 2015

EBECHO MUSLIMOVA
by Piper Marshall

ROOM EAST
41 Orchard Street
June 28, 2015 – August 15, 2015

A particular smell clings to New  York City’s Chinatown in 
the summer. The aroma makes its way to Orchard Street. It 
inflects the eight drawings hanging at Room East. These 
direct cartoons depict FATEBE. FATEBE is artist Ebecho 
Muslimova’s alter ego. We may not know  Muslimova, but 
FATEBE is a black line on white ground. And Fatebe is 
doing things (think Garbage Pail Kids). FATEBE is playing 
with herself; she is playing with her fat body. She stares at 
her face in a stream of shit. She twists her form into a mess 
on the potter’s wheel. She folds her flab over a wire. She 
flatulates out into the open. She digs up dirt with her hands. 
She drapes her flesh over handrails. She offers us a view  of 
her symmetrical vagina.

But seriously, what compels us to gape at FATEBE? Why 
does our gaze linger so readily, so openly? These drawings 
thrust in front of us what we will to push aside. FATEBE 
taps into the drive that lures us downtown. She makes us 
inhale the foul stench of the moistest nights. She throws at 
us that which we are required to withstand: our bodies, our 
selves. FATEBE is a sinister feminist. She wildly grins.       

          

Ebecho Muslimova, Fatebe Air Pump, 2015,  
ink on paper 12 x 9".
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Aesthetica

September 21, 2016
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